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President’s Letter&'
As you well know, the fall season is now in 

full swing and if you are anything like me, you are 
probably wondering where the summer went. The 
worst part about summer coming to an end is that 
most of the things that I planned to get done once the 
weather turned nice are still on my “to-do list.” Our 
spring was very wet and when it wasn’t raining, it 
looked like it might rain at any given moment. Then, 
when the rain finally stopped, the heat moved in. This 
past summer was such a scorcher that I saw a flamingo 
heading north. 

The only good part about saying goodbye to 
summer is that the Newark show is right around the 
corner. I spoke to Jim Clagget the other night and he 
has been working hard on everything that goes on 
“behind the scenes” at the show. If you happen to 
show up at 9:00 A.M. on October 22nd, you will get 
to see first-hand the payoff of Jim’s work. If you are 
reading this newsletter and still have not been to one of 
our Newark shows, I must ask, “What are you waiting 
for?” Last year’s show had the largest attendance to 
date and it is only getting better.

In addition, the Board of Directors is still working 
on a new book of Ohio Long Rifles. We have about 
100 photographs of guns by gunsmiths from Ohio 

who have not been pictured in earlier books by Jim 
Whisker or Donald Hutslar. All of the guns that we 
photographed at the start of this project will be used 
in this book. However, the majority of these guns are 
your typical half stock. This is not really a surprise, 
however, given that most of the guns made in Ohio 
were typical half stocks. But, the problem with this is 
that we are making a book to sell it. In order to create 
a book that is interesting enough for someone to buy, 
we need some rifles that are more artistic. Therefore, 
we are looking for guns by makers who were covered 
in previous books, but in the 35 years since those 
books went to press, other more elaborate works have 
been found. We would like to obtain about 25-35 more 
of these types of guns to help make the book more 
interesting.  (Editor’s Note:  A section with fifteen or 
twenty Ohio flintlocks would be nice!)  With that said, 
we are still welcoming rifles made by any gunsmith 
who has not yet been a part of any other book, since 
that was the book’s original intent. We will also be 
taking pictures at the Marietta show in April. 

I hope to see all of you in Newark!

     Bob Poch

Richard M. Hicks
A Remembrance

by Mark Branhill

i i

Richard M. Hicks passed away unexpectedly 
September 20, 2010.  His death was noted in the fall 
AOLRC Newsletter, but a bit more recognition is due 
to this gentleman.

Mr. Hicks was born in Orgas, WV, and had been 
an area resident for 69 years.  He was a veteran of the 
Marines, and was a member of the St. Francis De Sales 
Catholic Church, NMLRA, AOLRC, Canal Fulton 
Ramrod Club, Zeppelin Rifle and Pistol Club, and had 
been Secretary of the National Rifle Club.

I met Rich after he expressed deep interest in an 
antique slug gun on display at our Marietta show.  
He invited me to his room where he presented “Old 
Harrison”, a P. A. Reinhard target rifle made in 1879.  
This gun and owner had set National Record scores and 
won at Friendship, Canal Fulton, and Shartlesville, PA, 
since the 1950’s.

Rich was a brilliant historian, machinist, 

craftsman, and shooter.  He built and endlessly 
experimented with his own rifles.  His primary 
interest was maintaining the uniquely American sport 
of precision bench rest slug gun target shooting.  
Rich had known some of the folks involved in the 
resurgence of muzzleloading in the 30’s and 40’s and 
was close to some of the “greats”, including Walt and 
Helen Grote and Skunk Pole Cat Porter.  Rich put 
forth great effort in maintaining the historic matches at 
Canal Fulton, OH.

Rich was one of the most warm, friendly, and 
honest people I have ever known.  He welcomed 
many people at our shared display table at Marietta.  
Rich had an endless desire to provide information and 
assistance to anyone who asked.  He was an inspiration 
to many.  Rich cautioned us all that “Integrity is hard 
earned, too easily lost, and never worth risking.” We 
miss him very much.
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John William Rickets
1817 – 1895
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6th ANNUAL AUGUST PICNIC
The Annual August Picnic was successful again this year, although attendance was down a bit.  It is hard to 

tell whether the prospect of competing with original (and modern traditional) muzzleloaders is the attraction, or 
just an excuse to belly up to the lunch and dessert tables.

Mark Herman once again arranged for the use of Centerburg Conservation Club’s range and clubhouse, and 
the Ladies of the AOLRC arranged the “picnic.”  Dan Kindig of the Log Cabin Shop provided “old fashioned” 
toys for the youth.  As always, this is a family event, and the atmosphere is relaxed and friendly, with emphasis 
on safety.

The scores at the “blanket shoot” are getting better, and some very nice prizes were exchanged this year.  The 
junior X-card honors were shared by Maya and Meredith Yerian.  New this year was an “open” X-card event – 
one shot, closest to the center, with either rifle or shotgun.  Twenty-six shooters competed.  The men – in what 
can only be described as misplaced confidence – elected to stick with their trusty rifles, while the ladies and the 
juniors chose the shotguns.  When the smoke cleared, the ladies and juniors took all the prize money!  Renita 
Oakes took first with a virtually perfect shot, and juniors Devon Herman and Maya Yerian went to a shoot-off 
to decide second and third place.  Devon won, but Maya thought the fact that she used a sixteen gauge against a 
twelve gauge deserved mention.

Fourteen shooters competed in the Second Annual Schuetzenfest.  Donna Barnhill took home the coveted 
Schuetzen Ehrenscheiben target this year.  As is the tradition, all the competitors signed the target, and Donna has 
the honor of providing the target for next year.
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Daniel Smith, Jr.

Daniel Smith, Jr. was born in Pennsylvania on 11 July, 1814.  He was an early pioneer of Sandusky County.  
By family tradition “Old Dan’s” gunshop was located near Gibsonburg around 1860.  His shop was actually 
located in Rollersville, about 4 miles southwest of Gibsonburg, or somewhere between the two villages.  
(Hutslar - Ohio Gunsmiths and Allied Tradesmen, Volume IV, page 179)
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 Artistic Elements of a
Late Delaware County Rifle

Mark Bender (Part 3) Continued from previous issue.

i i

Editor:  The rifle that is the subject of Mark Bender’s article “Artistic Elements of a Late Delaware County 
Rifle” is presented here.  It is certainly worthwhile to study any late Ohio halfstock rifle with the principles of 
artistic and aesthetic values suggested by Mr. Bender.
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Ladies of AOLRC News&'
Wow!  Was it almost 6 months ago that 

we were together in Marietta?  Time travels so 
quickly.  Our Marietta show was a great success 
and there were even a few practical jokes on the 
opening day, April Fool’s.  The pictures below are 
from the April show. David Taner was the winner 
of the pistol made by Joe Swearengin. We missed 
Willard and Anna Shulaw.  At 99 years old he was 
not able to make the journey this year because of 
some health issues.  He passed away just a short 
time later.  He was our oldest member and will 
certainly be missed. Our Friday night birthday 
celebration will always bring back fond memories 
of his presence. Our condolences go to Anna, his 
wife of many, many years, William, his son, and 
his wife, Anna, and their families.  

We ladies continue to enjoy our Saturday 
luncheon at DaVinci’s and even voted to return 
there again next year.  We also enjoyed an 
afternoon at Campus Martius Museum and thank 
Bill Reynolds for making the arrangement of the 

tour. Next April we hope to be able to tour the 
Henderson House.  Mark your calendars for the 
date next year.  It is a little later in April next year 
because of Good Friday and Easter. Our show is 
April 13, 14, and 15 in 2012.

As you have seen on the previous pages the 
August picnic and shoot was a good time for all 
who attended.  Most of us ladies put our dollars in 
and joined the men in the X-card shoot.  Our own 
Renita won the X-card shoot and our Donna won 
the Schuetzen!  Good shooting ladies!!

We are still looking for ideas for our next 
project.  Anyone have any ideas on ways to 
educate the public on the history of the Ohio long 
rifle?  Let me know.

We look forward to seeing you at the Newark 
show on October 22.  Don’t forget Friday night’s 
time together as we set up the tables and enjoy 
pizza together.

Judy Yerian


